Summary. Three new Bornean palms, Pinanga cucullata, P. rupestris and P. pachyphylla, are described and P. malaiana var. barramensis included in synonymy with P. mirabilis.
In Sarawak, with its astonishingly diverse palm flora, more new species of Pinanga will undoubtedly be discovered, so that a full account of the genus in Borneo as a whole seems premature. Nevertheless it seems appropriate to describe the following three new species and give notes on the synonymy of a fourth as names are required for these taxa for conservation studies of palms in Sarawak.
Pinanga cucullata J. Dransf. sp. nov. P. tomentellae Becc. pagina inferiore laminae tomentella calyce floris pistillati connato affinis sed lamina profunde bifida, habitu dense caespitoso distinguibilis. Typus: Borneo, Sarawak, Dransfield et al. JD6072 (holotypus K; isotypi BH, BO, L, PNH, SAR). Diminutive clustering palmlet, erect or more usually pendulous from crevices in sandstone rock faces. Stems rarely exceeding 60 cm long, usually much less, c. 4-6 mm diam., conspicuously marked with nodal scars, internodes 1-3 cm, surface with scattered brown scales, stem base producing aerial roots and dense clusters of sucker shoots, the stem also frequently producing bulbil-like shoots from the middle of the distal internodes. Crown of about 6 leaves, the sheaths forming an elongate crownshaft; leaf sheaths c. 80 x 7 mm, striate on drying, covered in scattered dull brown scales, distally with a rapidly disintegrating laciniate ocrea to 16 mm; petiole of leaves of
